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”Th_% Gordon House was bmlf as a ht::tel in 1881 2% Jc:hn
Cuthbert. This impressive bmld:ng displays skill’ and-.
crafrsmanship in the highly de:::::-raiwe brick facade and -
m'rehﬂr striped hardwmmd fln:c:srs James Gnrdcn was prmprlemr _
for ,several years prior to purchasmg the hotel m 18‘;’3 -and
his fﬂmlhf continued to c:-perate this establlshment until 1‘9'52
Durlng this period, ’fhe dmlng geleliy develc::-ped a fine _
reputation for its home-cooked mea!s Drepared by Mrs. Susan
Gordon. Early in the hc:-tels hlstc:-ry, ihe east wing was
occupied by the Standard Bank. The bu:ldlng underwent

extensive renmvahc:n m 19‘88




S THE -
VILLAGE STORE

£ £This small frame mercantile with attached residence
Was built ‘here in the 1880°s for - Thomas Dyke, a *{F
Iucal merchant, on what was then called King Street.

<fhe mercantile has survived largely intact, and

ffetains much of its original detail.. The recéssed

- entrance, high Windows and strong mullions give it -
a special charm. The attached residence, although -
~much altered, is of a typical wood-frame, storey-and=
a-halt design: X 2 7 L

Through the years, the building has housed a variety
of businesses, and a library. Its most prominent

- occupants ‘wWera ‘Mr. and '.fnlrs. Isaac Wise. \During the
:1890’s they were involved in a variety of commercial
ventures,-including groceries, millinery, and the :
jewelry -business. They were long time residents
~of -the village; and active in community affairs. They
’i{'l"ia buried nearby -in the Pickering Old Methodist = .
cemetery -on Eluzaheth Streat

Erected by the Alax L A.C.A.C. 1994




THE FEOUNDING OF PICKERING

Between 1801 and 1807 a settlement developed here in Picker:
ing Township/where the Danforih Road crossed Duttns Greek.
Ammong the early settiers was limothy Rogers, a prominent
Quaker and colonizer who built a saw and grist-milliin 1809
Alpost-office was established in 1829 but the hamlet of Dui-
fin's €reek developed sluwly The construction of the Grand
Trunk Railway: completed in 1856, ‘and growing agricultural
prosperity stimulated the community’s development as an im-
portant g‘nst-nulhng and local commercial centre. Known as
Pickering from theilate 1870s, it became a police village in -
1900 with about 1000 inhabitants. In 19535 it was made an
mcorporated Village and in 1974 amalgamaied with the down

of Ajax

Erected by the Ontario Herltage Foundationy,
Ministry of Caltare and Recreation
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~From this site, the rich vibrant tone of this bell could
De heard throughout the village. For over fifty years,
beginning in 1890, the village bell announced the out-
break of fire, - 3

- When the First Pickering Company of volunteer firemen
was formed in 1888, money was collected from the

. villagers by subscription to ensure fire protection.

The men reénted the former Canton Presbyterian Church
which then stood vacant on this site, and beside the
church they bailt a six storey bell tower. This was
considered to be a good central l1ocatiom

Then the volunteer fire fighters ordered a 200 pound |
bell from the Clinton H. Meneely Beéll Company in Troy,
New York. When concern was raised that the bell \
might not be 1arge enough to be heard everywhere, it |
‘Was returned and this 500 pound bell was cast. = |
- Whenever fire was discovered in the village, the first
‘person to reach the fira hall would ring the bell to ¢all
thé volunteers to report for duty. |
Besides its principal function as a fire alarm, the bell
was rung four times daily by a paid bell-ringéer at the
hours o6f 7, 12, 1 and 6 to announce the beginning of

the work day, Iunch time, the end of lanch hour and

the close of the work day. On Sundays the bell called
the villagers to worship at the variogs churches.
On V-E day, May 8, 1945, the bell rang out the good i
news all that day and the next, that the Second World |
War was over. S
Among those citizens who were employed as bell-ringers
were: George Gilders, Richard Moore; Isaae Wise,

Robert Mam, George Cowan, Robert Rankin, Géorge
Elliott, and his wife, Eisié, tha only woman knowh td
"have performad this duty. The Elliotts were the last

Tha Viilage fire bell;, though now silent; bears quiet
testimony to @arlier times iR the Village of Pickering.

Eracted by the Ajax L:AC.AC,, 1998
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e _f St Francls Centre

| ;lebuildlng. formerty kriown as.St. Francis de Salse Gathalic Chifch, wias pur&lmbad
, by the Town of Ajax in 2007. muneufmsmhmmwmnmand i,
* architecturally imporant andmerks.

This distinctive building was designsd by ﬂenryunw a pmrnimnt aichitect ofthe :
‘mid-1800s, who designed over 60 churches: Iﬂamnﬁo Thﬁsbuildingisanamllsm :
example of high Gothic church archtecture. - 4

- 'l'ha building features polychmmatlc clagr bmk, whhh is rqtlwim bulf amnts This
brick was hauled from Whitby by horse and wagen.  [ts irreplace _"_Ieminedgtass
-windows were donated by some of Pickering Village's eatlﬂﬂuncﬂng families. An -

intemﬂnghatumismauﬁmlrmndmmdmrmm%mmﬁmf =
and are unique to avillauo ehumh. St ST A P

Construction of the church bagan in 1869 and was. _' mpléted in 1871. Many ¢ nrme»
Irish Catholic parishioners were skilled crafismen who helped o build this chirch.

-r"" ,,_,-

-Beginnmg in 2009 and eomplatad in 2011 tha fan'nar ehtirch undérﬁr‘ﬁnt ranuvatiqga tu’ 2
convert the bmh:ling into a performing arts and. cuttum centre: for.the-Town. «Tlﬁs’f‘f
_ acquisition was important as it repmsantad the first puhlldy—nwne_d. puhllcly‘ S =
accessible heritage facility in Ajax. ﬁspartoftherenwm a nawglass addluon A
was added to the fmnﬂat;adeandvariuus inteﬂurdtanqeswam mad&wchastl;!&
inclusmnofashaga : T o
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THE DUNBAR GENERAL
STORE

In 1883 J. R Brownndge purchased a small parcel of

“land on this corner from Lydia. Linton, the daughter, of

‘William ‘Hartrick. She subdivided the front portmn of

the Hartrick estate, m[tlatmg the cnmmercral growth

on the north side of Old Kingston Road in Plékermg

‘Village: Brownndge built this ‘general’, store shortly
after acquiring the property, and in 1885 sold-it: to
William Dunbar for $1 250. The Dunbar name was prom--*
inent in the Pickering area; the Village of Dunbarton
~was named for William’s grandfather, William Dunbar
 Senior. With his; wife Margaret, William contmued to "

- “operate this general store until: 1912 when he so!d |t
to James R:chardson, a’ |ocal grocer Y St

At the tlme of constructlon the archutecturai sty!e of
this ‘retail building: was considered very modern for a
small: farming community such: as Pickering: Vlllage
Commercial centres in Iarger tnwns and. wllages in.
‘southern Ontario were developing streetscapes. dnmmat-j-‘;_,
ed by two-storey, flat roofed stores. Devoid of windows, %
“the adimnmg side walls were. built on the pro'pe»rty'l'in‘e'-_i'gf:_:
. to utilize the narrow urban Iot and to allow for the shar-?-j.,':.
ing of a common wall. The name Dunbar was once -
prominently painted on the front facade, and-a frant
porch and wooden sidewalk have succumbed tn an
expanding Klngstnn Road. : SRR
Sltuated at this busy crossrnad the Dunbar Stnre us a-
visible reminder of the commercial centre of Pnckenng
| Village before the turn of the century N,

My Erected bY__ th'e.Aia"K. LA.C.A. 01993
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The Dale Block was the Iargest c g e‘?gﬁ ﬁ?‘f/ﬁﬁf&*ﬁ Plckenng
Village. Originally a hotel ownaﬁ;;ﬁi“ﬁ@’&’ﬁ’ffﬁﬁé‘ﬂii@”ﬁ%’eﬁame a
store and residence when Edmunﬂ*’ﬁf‘ﬁ"rﬁ*”;ﬁ"ﬂf?@ﬁéﬂw ‘lé‘n 1874.

With its decuratwe brickwork and ﬁ"é’f@ﬁed" rapetsi ;ﬁ‘ﬁ"s one of
'T"?"J?’?*;f/‘?,!}lr }'“"d;"ﬁ

= e J-”
Many prominent community members o#&‘i"%‘l fﬁﬁ’siﬁé&%&t-’ BTeT {
dry goods or hardware, from here. Thﬁfdﬁiﬁ"ﬁﬁﬂé”’%ﬁﬁ’iéﬁi‘é‘éﬁ'"""" -ion

i

Order of Oddfellows met in the large s

known as Dales Hall. s iy ’*‘:*}"*3 S 2 ‘ff
: w;x;;jf - t‘;.,",{-‘ ,ej}’-'*g ﬁj{ﬁé’ié

__,;}, ” ] = ?;gpﬁgﬁ

For many years Chnstopher Dale, who was’ ﬁt”k’éﬂﬁg#;f Ced

village, ran a hardware store im this burld:ﬁﬁ.fiﬁ’dﬁﬂo ’ifep'ﬁ;ft:ﬁm-“’”
ed the east haif of the buuldmg Chrnstuphei' ﬁé‘ié éﬂﬂfﬁf@i@ﬁ’ﬁf’ﬁﬁf 2]

Mill Street.



iN9 ITRA

Rossland Road 1= |

the trail, please keep in mind the [

the environment and stay on the paths
t be leashed at all times

ghted', all trails are closed dusk to dawn
r and obey all regulatory signs

of this trail are surfaced with gravel;

s advised f>
3
, please contact the Town of Ajax, ( ®
and Environmental Services at 905-683-2951. 8 ®
O Yo \\

al information on Ajax Trails, please ‘
m's website at www.townofajax.com
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