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“Thé Gordon House" was built as a hotel in 1881 by John

Cutthbert. This impressive building displays skill and

craftismanship in the highly dre‘fcorative brick facade and'

I'ntetlio'r striped hardwood flooi'rs. James Gordon was'proprietor

for ,-'several years prior to purchasing the hotel in 1893, and
his‘f‘u‘a’mily continued to operate this establishment until 1952.,

During this period, the dining: room developed'afine ;

reputation for its home—cooked meals, prepared by Mrs'. Susan

Gordon. Early in the hotel’s :history, the‘xr’reast wing was

occupied by the Standard BankrThe" building underwent

extensive renovation in 1988. I i



GT‘THE

cal'4m'erchanl,'o‘n .whawt'vwas then called-King Street. '-
fi‘fhe mercantile has surviv'ed‘largely inia’ct, and
jij‘je‘tain's much of its original detail; The recessed ‘ 3

1-»; entrence; high windows and strong mullions‘give I! ‘
"a special charm. Thefa'itached residence, although _
’ much altered. is of'a" 'typ’ic’al wood—frame, storey’-a'nd- _
'Va'-half' design. :5 ,. I ,
Throu‘gh.the yearsvgthe building has housed a‘ variety" '

.of' businessestand a'library. Its most prominent I
7‘ occupants were ~Mr. and Mrs. lsaac,,Wise.'\Duri'ng .the'

1890's they Were involved in a’v"ariety of commercial
Ventures,jinciuding groceries, m‘illinery, and the 'v
jewelry business.' They were long time residents -

. of the v'i'llageg'and active in community aflairs. They r »
ja'fie” buried nearby in the Pickering om Methodist”,
ce‘m’eiery-o’n‘ Elizabeth Street. ' >_ ‘ ’

'Ere'cied by 'the Ajax L.A.c.A.c.‘1’994 



 

THE FOUND/INC 0F PICKERING
Between 1801 and 1807a settlement developed here in Picker-
In'g Township' where the Daniorth Road crossed Duiim's Creek.
Among the early settlers was Timothy Rogers, a prominent
Quakerand coloniz'er who built a saw and grist-mill in 1809.
Apost-oiiice was established in 182- 9 but the hamlet of Dui=
fin‘s’ Creek developed slowly. The construction of the Grand
Trunk Railway, completed In'1856. and growing agricultural
prosperit’y stimulated the community‘s development" as an m‘
portant grist-milling and local commercial centre. Known as
Pickering from the late 1870‘s, it became a police village IT. .
1900 with abouthOO inhabitants. In 1953 It' was made an
Incorporated Village and in 1974 amalgamated with the Town
of Ajax.

Enacted by the Ontario Heritage Foundation. ,
Ministry of Culture and Recreation



  

  

  

  

 

- Front this site, the rich vibrant tone of this bell could
be heard throughout the village. For over titty "my

- beginning m 1890, the village bell announced the cab
break of fire. ‘ - - _ g '

- Whenrzthe’ First Pickering Co‘rnbany' of volunteer tlrernen
was termed in 1888, money, was collected from the

, villagers by subscription ."to"ensure lire protection.
The men- rented the“ tormer’canton Presbyterian Church
Which then stood vacant on :this site, and beside the a

church they built a six storey bell tower. This. was
considered to» be a good central location.
Then, the. volunteer tire lighters ordered a 200 pound
bell from the Clinton ll. Meneely Bell company. in Troy.,_

New York. When concern was raised that the bell
mightgno‘tebe large enough to be heard overwhere, it

was‘returned and~this 500 pound bell was cast.
—- Whenever‘fire was discovered in the village, the tint

—person to reach the tire hail would ring the bell to call
the volunteers to report for duty. b
Besides its. principal function as a fire alarm. the on
was: rung tour times daily by a paid bellrringer at the
hours or 7, 12, 1' and 6 to announce the beginning of
thework day, lunch time, the end or lunch hour and
the close or the work ora‘y. On Sundays the bell called
the villagers to worship at the various churches.
On V~E dey*,_M'ay 8,1945, the bell ran out the good
newsrail that day and the next, that tghe Second World
War was over.

Among those citizens Who were employed as boll~rinoere
were: George Gilders,» Richard Moore; Isaac .Wise.
Robert. Hem, George Qowan, Robert litanltin3 George
Ellro‘tt, and-"his wife, Elsie; the only wornan‘ltnown to

‘have performed this duty. ‘rne Elliotts were the loot
bell, ringers. , ‘ ‘
The village lire bell, though now silent. bears quiet
testimony to earlier times. in the; Village or Fleming.

heated by the" Max LlAiclAlcl) 1996
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  , V The,_, ~bujiraing. formeflrly' kno,'wn 8553-, Fr‘ani'cis" .q'ei SanHLIes‘ICa‘glhofillcfl' cjnlu1rcn'” wiasjapqutréhafsad]02-
.2 .by' lha‘T/own ofojaxh’ =in',2007. it is‘ one gofb'Ajax‘“”_$ must,“‘Ih‘lmaI’.ly'lsig'nI'Ifica_A'n“f_ra“‘n-d' I‘. - . ~.
,arch>'itecl_yurally A 1 p; .v _' _» ~ . ,. _.

'T'hisrdlsfi,ncfitive‘buiidfllna‘-,_‘,_-was,.fi”‘ do.".slgned“‘,bkv7H.,emv,nun-y9“Iev‘.",a-"D‘M,_‘I'n‘..‘en7t..a\:¢rc”hit]aerial:ofi‘the . -'
mid-18007s,who.,.de.‘sl'gnod'ov\_‘efr560, mumm'ln\‘Thzis.fb._u,i'xld_incl an,._"e,\'x:ce,"Irlhe'zn't: ' ’
eymm'ple'ol high Gom‘lc‘uehurch': a’rehgilwnectuigird; 2 - _ A V ‘ I ‘_

Th_'e."bfu"dI'n9 ‘f‘ea,tu‘res'p°lvd1_._"‘ro.ma"’hc' clay blrvckng". .w;hirch,__".:is_ with._.-“,»'b.,uffi.aoee_fints._. Tulle}; . '
,bnc-Vkuwas naflu‘wd' from .wmwymuy‘ horse and Lu: unrep‘ gt.\___ass:r _
windows were do_na‘led:b.y' some, out P.I'ck,,en"n,g-Vll,_\la___’ge_"sf;\ea,“m 7* :3
interesting feature is the tre'foil Lose coloured;ado’__\_nn'e‘r\wl
and are unique t‘oja‘lvlllagerchyuflrch. 2 ~ ‘ ‘ ~
Cons‘ikl.mctio"kn\ol the"in :1"_869I_a"“nd
Irish ~Catholm pan'sh“ionev_._"_rs>wer~"re skilled, .‘crax'wltsmn'en

Beginning in ,12009"'-and >eompletedi in 20.11.; Vth_e.fflol Herr‘chuf‘
convert the building into a pe'rfqnn'ing arts'_',‘-'a_ndj,,-cr_u,.ltu'(9'2; .
acq'uism"onyw__as'-impo'nant as Itf replresef'njed;the'fim" u‘bl '
accessible hen'ta‘ge laeilIty' ln Ajax}! As part1 o"_f_ my ‘
was added" to the front facade and, va‘no'us‘fjnlgrl'odr,
inclusion of a stage. ' ’ ' 4 - ' ' '
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In,1v8‘.83 J.R. Bro”w’n‘ridge purchased a' small” p‘a'r'ci'el'jo,fjg”4'
land on this corner from’ Lydia-Linton,jt-h'effda'ugh‘te'r',vo"'fr""
William-Hart‘rick. She: subdivided" the fr‘,o'n'yt‘p'ortion'pffl
the Hartrick estate,‘ initiating the commercial-gig'row‘th'
on the north side of Old Kingston 'Roadfin Pfiéyk'e'rin'g’l'

-Village.' Brownr‘id-ge built this generalstorefsih‘ort'ly-.j,,{~'
' aft'er_a"cquiring .theproperty, and‘in 1‘885-sold’fit,Lt_0"_.

William Dunbar for $1,250; The Dunbar] n’am'e (waspro’ml
inent in- the Pickering area; the Village-30f"[Du‘npba'rto'n",j__»_-;

"was’hamed for William’s grandfather, William-‘5_Dun'ba"r"‘g"~.;f
' Senior. Wr‘th“'hr‘s,'wife Margaret, William ‘c‘o‘n'tinu‘eid'.Vt,o"_"'jT315

.. operate this general store until 1912 .when he soldsgr‘t,~5l;
_to James "Richardson, aflocal' grocer." ‘5

   

'At the'time ‘of c"ons"truction,7the‘ arc.rh'itect'uI-r’al"stylefl"of_1_“__,,,~:-
this-retail buildinggwas considered Very 'm‘o’de’r‘n fo_r_’a,v.{‘_.{'.—"

‘ small farming community such as ‘P'ickeriln‘g'fAVillag‘e...*._'.f;‘-l.‘
‘ Commercial centres, in- largerft'ow‘ns' and "villages in

southern Ontario were developing streetscap'es’d'omflin'at:-
ed by two—storey, flat. roofed s’to'res. Devoid of"‘w'in"dows',’

:the’ adjoinings‘idle: walls were built on the property 'l'ine‘r,”
' to utilize the narrow u-‘rba'n Iotan‘d'to allow foyr'theshar‘->-"3‘_‘-.

ing of 'a' commonwall. The na"-m"e__D'unb,ar. was“ once
"prominently painted: on the front".‘facad'e,» anl'd_'a front;
porch jandi wooden 'sidewalk have succumbedV'fto".'a“.n
expending Klng‘ston Road. ‘ “ "

     

 

Situated at this busy’ crossro'a'd,‘ the 'D'urn.ba'”r"‘~':"Store :isU
visible reminder of the commercial (centr'ejo‘f'Pic‘kerin‘gag;
Village before the turn“ of,the century,

    «1"? Erected by. the'r-A'ja“x'u'iL7'5.~A.,c‘V. A. c.7 1‘19‘9‘37'



The' D'a'le Bloc'lk' was .the larg‘e's'
'Villag'e. Originally a’_* hotel owneffi'ky/y’mk I
store and residen’b‘e‘ Kw'hen Edm'u’rwfi‘" V

» .W

. r; .
With its decorative gb'r'ickwork‘"arfj'a",'
the most impressive ‘str'uctur'es in W
Many promi'ne'n't-Icommunity rm'emb'Ie/rfsfv
dry g"oo‘v'd‘s'ior hardware, fro'mxh’ere'.’i;._'T7("rm
on the e’astxend was “used as"azr‘e”s""id‘e"’
Order of Oddfellows me‘t' .‘n‘t’he'. largefsg‘
kn'ow’n as"_DaIe’s Ha'll. ' 7/1-. ' ' "'

Fo'r many/years c,lh‘r’|'s'tvxo"p’lhier'Da'le,~"who w'a'fswflé’%
Village, ran a hardware store irr'this buu'l'd'."n§‘"""”flfi'

p

W1,

r’fwfi"

it

ed the eastha‘if of'thefbuildin'g. Christa”p’h‘ei"°"é;fi‘.-”“a”.,fi/é’fc“'m"”";a€” W"
v ' ' V - . “ v{’7I?rr~.r’»‘”’-éfir.rfl9fidl/.fi'gt,%,

family members‘ are interred in" the Society o“_.'-‘~M__j
Mill Street. ~ *' j-I 
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Duf‘f'ms Trail North

the trail, please keep in mindfihe

the environment and stay on the paths
.‘t be leashed at all times  ghted; all trails are closed dusk to dawn  Dr and obey all regulatory signs

Highway 2of this trail are surfaced with gravel;
.s advised

Highway ‘0!

Baum;, please contact the Town of Ajax,
and Env1r'onmental Services at 905—683-2951. Duffins Trail So'uth

.al information on Ajax Trails, please
m's website at www.townofajax.com  

mare-'4 no room“ \ag

Highway #2

0 Existing Gravel Trail

‘&
m

 

l Future Trail

 

0 400metres 800 120060—101
llwll

0 5 min. 10 min. 15 min. 20 min.

 

    

  

R-ExistingTrail
Link to 00 Station?

Walking Distance Scale
  

Future Trail
m————fiw1——_ I I and Bridge


